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Walkable Communities: Dayton Mall/Miami Township June 2005
Preface

As part of its Walkable Communities series, the Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission
(MVRPC) and Miami Township of Montgomery County conducted a two-day workshop to assess the
environment for pedestrians within the Dayton Mall commercial district in Miami Township, Ohio.
The workshop was held June 6-7, 2005. The following report is the final product of the workshop.
MVRPC and Miami Township would like to express their gratitude to the Dayton Mall and the
Homewood Suites by Hilton for offering meeting space for the workshop seminars and to Glatting-
Jackson for providing Dan Burden to serve as the workshop facilitator.
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Walkable Communities: Dayton Mall/Miami Township June 2005
Introduction

There was a time in this nation’s not too distant past when the requirements of daily life were merely
footsteps away. Grocery stores, pharmacists, churches, post offices, and other life necessities were
within easy access to every class of citizen. However, with the increased popularity and affordability
of the automobile during the 20 Century, our cities and towns became increasingly auto-dependent
to the point that many of our contemporary communities are virtually inaccessible without a car. For
that reason, citizens without personal motorized transportation have become further isolated from
vital goods and services. In today’s progressively health-conscious society, walking has become one
of the most popular forms of physical exercise. Therefore, working to promote “walkable
communities” makes sense.

Since the construction of the Dayton Mall in 1969, Miami
Township has experienced substantial commercial growth
within the study area. This growth was foreseen and
planned for by the Dayton Mall Area Thoroughfare Plan
of 1974 and the Miami Township Development Plans of
1977 and 1990. These plans outlined policies and
strategies to accommodate for future traffic management.
They also addressed the need to include pedestrian and
transit facilities as part of a comprehensive traffic
management plan. The need for these facilities will be

augmented by the addition of a new retail complex near
Pedestrians enjoying a traditional town center.
the Dayton Mall. PBIC Image Library

In today’s increasingly competitive retail environment, managers of indoor retail complexes, such as
the Dayton Mall, have had to re-evaluate how they do business. The recent rise in popularity of
“Main Street” shopping centers has been driven by the consumer’s desire for a unique and enjoyable
shopping experience. These centers replicate the experience of a traditional downtown by allowing
shoppers to walk among multiple
retailers in an aesthetically pleasing,
outdoor environment. Traditional malls
typically cannot offer this experience
without significant renovation or
demolition. Therefore, many established
mall facilities are adding Main Street
shopping complexes as a way to

integrate the old with the new. The
Artists rendering of the Dayton Mall “Lifestyle Center.” Dayfon Maf Dayton Mall has recently begun
construction of a new Main Street

shopping complex to boost sales and attract interest from new retailers and customers.

With the imminent need to accommodate increased pedestrian traffic, Miami Township partnered
with the Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission (MVRPC) to hire Glatting-Jackson to conduct
a two-day workshop in the Dayton Mall area. The purpose of the workshop was to analyze and
critique the current environment pedestrians and bicyclists must face when navigating the study
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area. The workshop was led by Dan Burden, a
nationally recognized expert on pedestrian-
friendly communities, and hosted by the
Township, Homewood Suites by Hilton, and the
Dayton Mall. The workshop integrated visual
pedestrian audits, and
brainstorming exercises. This aided organizers
and participants in visualizing the obstacles and
challenges pedestrians must overcome. The
Walkable Communities workshop and this final
report were intended to be the first steps toward a
cooperative effort to enhance the physical and

Ppresentations,

psychological environment pedestrians and
bicyclists encounter when visiting the Dayton
'Mall and Miami Township.

June 2005
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Attendees discussing ideas during a brainstorming group
exercise. MVRPC
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Workshop Facilitator: Dan Burden

Dan Burden is the Director of Walkable Communities,
who teams with Glatting Jackson and other associates as
needed for specific projects from universities, city and
county governments, consulting firms or retired
business or political leaders who have made a difference
in their towns and cities. Associates have included
senior level town planners, traffic management and
traffic calming engineers, landscape architects,
photographers, security specialists, safety and education
consultants, and workshop facilitators.

Dan Burden is a nationally recognized authority on
bicycle and pedestrian facilities and programs, street
corridor and intersection design, traffic flow and calming, and other design and planning elements
that affect roadway environments. He has had 25 years of experience in developing, promoting and
evaluating alternative transportation facilities, traffic calming practices and sustainable community
design. He served for 16 years as Florida DOT’s State Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator, and he
presently works as Executive Director of Walkable Communities, Inc., a non-profit corporation
helping North America develop walkable communities.

PBIC Image Library

Dan has personally photographed and examined walking and bicycling conditions in over 200 cities
in the U.S. and abroad. He worked as a bicycle consultant in China for the United Nations in 1994,
and he has been to Australia and many European countries to photograph their great cities. His
pictures have been published in the New York Times, National Geographic, Better Homes and
Gardens, Sierra Club calendars and Weekly Reader,
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Workshop Attendees

The workshop was attended by men and women from varied professional backgrounds leading to
lively and informative group discussions and debates. Their reasons for attending the workshop were
as varied as each individual. Some wanted to promote economic prosperity by making the area
accessible and safe for pedestrians while others were interested in increasing accessibility for disabled
and transit-dependent populations. All attendees showed an initial interest in pedestrian-related
issues and hopefully gained a street-level perspective of how the physical and psychological
environments surrounding the Dayton Mall contribute to its lack of safe, convenient, integrated
pedestrian throughways. Below is a list of Workshop Attendees and the organizations or businesses
they represent.

ik ___ Workshop Attendees
T e T T o
Patricia Roads Miami Township
Doug Zink Miami Township
Mark Langdon Homewood Suites
Mary Ellen Pfiel Greater Dayton RTA
Matt Lindsay MVRPC
Dennis Smith Miami Township
Chris Fine City of Miamisburg
Michael Minns Dayton Mall
Don Porter Cox Arboretum
Katrina Miller Miami Township
Craig Eley Ohio Dept. of Transportation
Chris Snyder Miami Township
Greg Rogers Miami Township
]. Howard Bard Greater Dayton RTA
Hank Sokolwicki Greater Dayton RTA
Jay Woodhill Cox Arboretum
Greg Hanahan Miami Township
Dave Coffey Miami Township
Dan Kennedy Lexis Nexis
Ken LeBlanc MVRPC
Randy Burkett MVRPC
Andrew Rodney MVRPC
Edward Wilson MVRPC
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MVRPC Alternative Transportation Project

As with any urbanized area, Miami Valley residents require a multitude of transportation options in
order to maintain the quality of life they desire. The MVRPC Alternative Transportation Project was
created as a way of highlighting and providing for multiple
transportation options for commuting throughout our region.
Among these options include public transit provided by, among
others, the Greater Dayton Regional Transit Authority (GDRTA),
local and regional bikeways and pedestrian pathways, and
RIDE$HARE. In addition, the Ohio Rail Development
Commission conducted a study, “The Ohio and Lake Erie Regional
Rail Ohio Hub Study,” on the feasibility of constructing a regional
rail service to connect the major metropolitan areas of our state.

To promote the many health and environmental benefits of
walking and bicycling, the Miami Valley Regional Planning

Walkable Communities organizers,

2004. From left: Charlie Gandy, Ken  Commission conducted numerous “Walkable Communities”
LeBlanc, Kristin Bennett, Eric 2 : . . ;

Fredericks. MVRPC workshops to promote walking and bicycling as viable alternative

forms of transportation. These workshops helped participants to

visualize their communities through the eyes of pedestrians and bicyclists. With the help of this

alternate perspective, participants determined what steps could be taken to add or improve available

facilities and urban spaces.

Carpooling continues to be one of the best forms of

alternative transportation. By initiating the RIDE$HARE RI D E H ARE
program, MVRPC has provided a database of commuters

willing to carpool, sharing costs and reducing traffic volume

on area roadways.

In 1998, MVRPC produced a report titled “Mobility Options: Increasing Personal Choices and
Reducing Environmental Impacts.” The report offered suggestions that could be used for the
incremental changes necessary to improve the mobility options of Miami Valley residents. It focused
on illustrating why people chose a particular mode, how automobile traffic could be reduced, and the
role community design plays in influencing choices of mobility.

With these and other efforts, MVRPC’s Alternative Transportation Program is helping to promote
safe, viable alternative modes of transportation to citizens of the Miami Valley.
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Study Area Background

For this effort, Miami Township chose to address pedestrian access within a % mile area bounded by
Interstate 75 on the west, Interstate 675 on the south, Miamisburg-Centerville Rd. (S.R. 725) on the

north, and N. Washington Church Rd. on the east.
The study area serves as a primary retail/service
destination for the greater Dayton region,
incorporating the Dayton Mall, Target, Wal-Mart,
several large hotels, a movie theatre, and dozens of
shops and restaurants. In addition, the Miami
Township Branch of the Dayton Metropolitan Library
and the Miami Township Government Offices are
located within the study area. Interstates 75 & 675,
State Routes 725 & 741, Mad River Rd., and Lyons Rd.
serve as the principal external access points, while
Kingsridge Dr., Mall Ring Rd., and Lyons Ridge Dr.
serve as internal conduits of travel. The area is
characterized by an overall lack of good pedestrian

The lack ofadequla pedestrian facilities along

Kingsridge Road inhibits access to RTA stops.
MVRPC

facilities, such as sidewalks, crosswalks, and walk signals. The existing facilities are either unsafe to

use, inconvenient to access, or lack connectivity to other facilities and surrounding land uses. Lyons
Rd. has been designated as a bike route, but few facilities exist in the study area to properly secure
and protect bicycles when not in use. Few facilities exist along Lyons Rd. to assure the safety of
bicyclists. The area also contains the GDRTA South Hub along Lyons Rd. serving several fixed routes

daily.

For the purpose of this report, the study area has been subdivided into four districts, each with
unique characteristics that differentiate it from the rest of the area. The following describes each
area’s boundary and general location in relation to the Dayton Mall. Each area and its characteristics

will be described in greater detail later in this report:

e Central — This section is composed of the Dayton Mall and associated out-buildings. It is

bordered by Miamisburg-Centerville Road (S.R. 725) on the north, Springboro Pike (S.R.
741) on the west, and Mall Ring Road on the south and east.

West — This section is primarily composed of hotel/motel, office and retail uses. It is
located west of the Dayton Mall, bordered by S.R. 725 on the north, Interstate 75 on the
west, roughly Lyons Road on the south, and S.R. 741 on the east.

South — This section contains an assortment of various land uses, with no single use
predominating. It is located south of the Dayton Mall and is bordered by Mall Ring Road
on the north and east, S.R. 741 on the west, and roughly Lyons Road on the south.

East — This section contains a concentration of retail and restaurant land uses. It is
bordered by S.R. 725 on the north, Mall Ring Road on the west, Interstate 675 on the
south, and Washington Church Road on the east.

For a visual representation of these boundaries, see Map #1 in Appendix A.
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Workshop Focus

The main focus of the Dayton Mall/Miami Township workshop was to address the lack of pedestrian
access to the businesses around the Dayton Mall commercial district. The goal is to provide improved
access for pedestrians throughout the area. Other concerns that were brought up prior to the
workshop included:

o Improve pedestrian access between GDRTA South Hub and the Dayton Mall

e Provide safe pedestrian routes between hotels and surrounding businesses

e Determine effect of the new lifestyle center on pedestrian access

e Address the physical and psychological barrier that State Route 725 is for pedestrian access
between residential and commercial areas

Walking Audits

Most people never gain the experience of walking along the sidewalk of a busy commercial roadway.
Walking audits are a way for workshop participants to gain that experience from the viewpoint of a
pedestrian or bicyclist. They gain a better understanding of the physical and psychological barriers
non-motorists face by taking on the role themselves. During the audit, participants walk along a pre-
determined route between pedestrian generating centers. They are directed to pay close attention to
their surrounding environment, assessing its pedestrian “friendliness.” This knowledge is then taken
to the brainstorming sessions for discussion and evaluation.

The following narratives give a brief description of the routes taken during the three walking audits.
A series of photographs were also taken during the walking audits, a few of which are highlighted

below. See page 14 for a visual route representation.
!

Walking Audit #1: RTA Hub to Dayton Mall via Lyons Ridge Road

RTA South Hub. MVRPC Participants traveling north along Pedestrian obstruction at

Lyons Ridge Rd. Note the narmow Lyons Ridge and Mall Ring.
sidewalks. MVRPC MVRPC

Pedestrian Audit #1 focused primarily on the southern portion of the study area located between the
Greater Dayton RTA South Hub and the Dayton Mall. The audit began at the Miami Township
Government Center, proceeded west along Lyons Road to the South Hub, and then continued north
along Lyons Ridge Drive ending at the Dayton Mall. The goal of this audit was to observe the
environment a pedestrian must face while traveling between the RTA South Hub and the Dayton
Mall.
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Walking Audit #2: Dayton Mall to Homewood Suites by Hilton via Mall Ring Road

Intersection of Mall Ring and SR

Participants traveling west from Expansive, underutilized parking

Dayton Mall. MVRPC areas function as pedestrian 741. Note the absence of
abstructions. Observed between pedestrian facilities. MVRPC

Daytan Mall and SR 741. MVRPC

,Pedestrian Audit #2 focused primarily on the area southwest of the Dayton Mall between the Mall
and the hotel/motel area west of Springboro Pike. The audit began at the Dayton Mall, crossed
Springboro Pike at its southern intersection with Mall Ring Road, then headed west along
Contemporary Lane to the Homewood Suites. The goal of audit #2 was to understand the physical
and psychological barriers experienced by pedestrians attempting to move between the hotels/motels
and the Dayton Mall via this intersection. ;
Walking Audit #3: Homewood Suites by Hilton to Miami Township Government Center via Dayton
Mall

Facing east on Contemporary Facing north along SR 741 from Crosswalk at Prestige Place and SR
Lane. Note the absence of Contemporary Lane. Note the 741. Note the lack of connectivity.
pedestrian facilities. MVRPC absence of pedestrian facilities. MVRPC
MVRPC

Pedestrian Audit #3 focused primarily on the northwestern portion of the study area located between
the hotels/motels, the location of the new lifestyle center, and the Dayton Mall. The audit began at
the Homewood Suites and proceeded east along Contemporary Lane and then north along Springboro
Pike to its intersection with Prestige Plaza Drive. At this point, the group crossed Springboro Pike
using the marked crosswalk at this intersection, moved east to the site of the new lifestyle center, and
then traveled south through the mall and onto Lyons Ridge Road, returning to the Miami Township
Government Center. The object of audit #3 was to understand the limitations of the crossing at
Springboro Pike and Prestige Plaza Drive and to determine the effect the new lifestyle center will
have on pedestrian access.
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Inventory of Existing Conditions

As part of the planning process, it is essential to gain a general knowledge and understanding of the
conditions currently existing on the ground and to take stock of the facilities that are available to
motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists. This knowledge base can provide a starting point from which
business owners and patrons, local government officials and staff, bicyclists, pedestrians, and the
general public can organize ideas and formulate solutions. These solutions have the potential to
reduce or eliminate the physical and psychological barriers discouraging pedestrian traffic throughout
the Dayton Mall study area. Many issues, concerns, and solutions were addressed during the
Walkable Communities workshop. Each district is described in detail with particular attention paid
to land use (Map #2); roadway characteristics (Map #3); and pedestrian, bicycle, and transit facilities
(Map #4).

Land Use

Presented below is a general synopsis of the land uses found within each study area quadrant. See
Map #2 in Appendix A for a complete representation of the study area.

Central. The Central district is dominated by the Dayton Mall and its expansive parking facilities.
The mall itself contains over 1.3 million square feet of retail space and along with the surrounding
area serves as a primary retail destination for Miami Valley residents. This district is also the future
site of a neighborhood-styled shopping district with the intention of attracting new patrons and
tenants to the Dayton Mall. Across Miamisburg-Centerville Road from the Mall, one will find a
variety of land uses, including restaurants, car dealerships, and an assortment of specialty retail and
service establishments.
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West. The feature that separates this district from the surrounding area is its high concentration of
hotels/motels and office space. In addition, it has recently been seen as an overlooked source of
tremendous economic opportunity for the area if the district were better integrated into the
surrounding commercial area. The area contains thousands of square feet of office space and
hundreds of short and long-term hotel rooms which are virtually inaccessible without an automobile.
Restaurant and retail uses are predominant along Springboro Pike and Miamisburg-Centerville Road.

South. The distinguishing factor of the South district is its multiple civic buildings, including the
Miami Township Municipal Offices, Police Headquarters, Fire Station No. 4, a branch of the
Montgomery County Library, and the Greater Dayton RTA South Hub. Composed of a mixture of
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land uses throughout, the area is also distinct in that it contains the greatest variety of land uses when
compared to the other study area districts. Primarily concentrated along Kingsridge Drive and Lyons
Ridge Drive, land uses include restaurant, retail, hotel/motel, general services, medical services, and
entertainment. A self-storage facility, National City Mortgage, and Wal-Mart occupy significant
tracts along Lyons Road. The district also contains a number of vacant buildings on a large parcel of
land.

East. The site of a large shopping center, multiple converted small offices, a handful of restaurants,
and two large retailers (Elder-Beerman and Target), the East district is unique in that it is also the
location of a fairly large section of undeveloped land between Interstate 675 and Kingsridge Drive.
Miami Township has been approached by an existing local retailer looking to relocate their store to
this empty parcel. Restaurants and small offices are found along Miamisburg-Centerville Road, with
the shopping center and large retailers setback from the roadway to the south. This district is also
home to a large government facility for the United States National Archives and Records
Administration along Kingsridge Drive.

Roadways

The characteristics of a roadway can have a significant physical and psychological impact on
pedestrians and bicyclists. Traits such as roadway width, speed, and traffic volume are taken into
account when determining whether an area is amicable to non-motorists. Those roadways wither
fewer lands, slower traffic, and/or lower volumes of traffic tend to be the most pedestrian friendly.
For a graphic representation of the information presented below, refer to Map #3 in Appendix A.
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Average Daily
Roadway Name Traffic (Date) No. of Lanes Shared Left Turn
Contemporary Lane N/A 2
Fiesta Lane N/A 2
Kingsridge Drive N/A 2 °
Lois Circle N/A 2 °
Lyons Ridge Drive N/A 2 °
Lyons Road 16,100 (2000) 4 °
Mad River Road 6,200 (2000) 2
Mall Park Road N/A 2
Mall Ring Road N/A 4
Miamisburg-Centerville Road 31,400 (1999) 4 °
N. Washington Church Road N/A 2
Prestige Place N/A 2
Prestige Plaza Drive N/A 2 °
Springboro Pike 24,600 (1999) 4 °

Note: Most recent traffic count taken indicated by date.

Central. Vehicular traffic enters and exits this section primarily by way of Mad River Road,
Miamisburg-Centerville Road, Springboro Pike, or Lyons Ridge Drive. Mall Ring Road, Mall Park
Road, and Lois Circle serve as conduits for internal traffic. Within this district, Miamisburg-
Centerville Road is classified a principal arterial composed of four lanes of traffic with a shared left
turn lane and a posted speed of 45 mph, expanding to six lanes as it approaches Springboro Pike.
Springboro Pike is classified a minor arterial composed of four lanes of traffic with a shared left turn
lane and a posted speed of 45 mph, expanding to six lanes as it approaches Miamisburg-Centerville
Road. Traffic along these roadways is particularly heavy during the morning and evening rush hours,
and during the holiday season experiences near gridlock conditions. Mad River Road is classified as a
minor arterial consisting of four lanes of traffic with a posted speed of 35 mph. Mad River Road
narrows to two lanes several hundred feet north' of the intersection with Miamisburg-Centerville
Road. The remaining roadways within this section (Mall Ring Road, Lois Circle, and Mall Park Road)
are classified as local roads with posted speeds between 15 and 25 mph.

West. Springboro Pike and Miamisburg-Centerville Road serve as the primary entryways into this
district. Because these roadways form the border between the West district and the Central district,
their characteristics are identical to those described above. Internally, the West district is served by
local roads (Prestige Plaza Drive, Fiesta Lane, Prestige Place, and Contemporary Lane) containing two
lanes of traffic (except Prestige Plaza Drive which has two travel lanes and a shared left turn lane)
with posted speeds of 25 mph. Though relatively quiet for much of the day, evening rush hour
experiences heavier traffic volumes through the district as commuters traveling from Interstate 75 in
the evening circumvent the Miamisburg-Centerville Road and Springboro Pike intersection in order
to continue south along Springboro Pike by way of Prestige Plaza Drive. Upon surveying the area,
Prestige Place appears to have been originally planned to intersect Springboro Pike at Mall Ring Road
but for reasons unknown, the connection was never made. A Goodyear Tire retail store currently
occupies the space between the intersection and Prestige Place.

South. Several options exist for motorists wishing to enter this district, including Springboro Pike,
Lyons Road, and Kingsridge Drive. Though still classified as a minor arterial, Springboro Pike
expands from five travel lanes to seven when traveling south near Lyons Road and from five lanes to
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six when traveling north from the I-675 overpass. Through the South district, Lyons Road is also
classified as a minor arterial containing four lanes of traffic with a shared left turn lane and a posted
speed of 45 mph between Springboro Pike and Lyons Ridge, and 50 mph traveling east from Lyons
Ridge. Local roads consisting of two lanes each (with a dedicated left turn lane when approaching
intersections), including Kingsridge Drive, Lyons Ridge Drive, and Mall Ring Road, serve as internal
conduits of traffic. Although classified as local roads, one could argue that Kingsridge Drive and
Lyons Ridge Drive serve a higher function due to their large volumes of traffic and relatively high
rates of speed, 40 mph and 35 mph respectively. In addition, during times of high traffic volume
along Miamisburg-Centerville Road and Springboro Pike, these two roadways combine to serve as a
by-pass for the Dayton Mall area.

East. Miamisburg-Centerville Road and Kingsridge Drive serve as the main avenues of access for
those entering and exiting this district. Within the district, Miamisburg-Centerville Road is classified
as a principal arterial maintaining four lanes of traffic with a shared left turn lane and a posted speed
of 45 mph. Classified as a local road, Kingsridge Drive is composed of two lanes of traffic with a
posted speed of 40 mph. Mall Ring Road on the western edge also serves as an entry point into the
district. Internally, traffic flows along two access roads: one found adjacent to the shopping center
and the other extending from North Washington Church Road to Kingsridge Drive between the
restaurants along Miamisburg-Centerville Road and the shopping center parking lots. As a note,
through traffic is prohibited within the Target parking lot, enforced by barriers and pavement
markings. This restriction causes through traffic to be diverted onto Miamisburg-Centerville Road or
Kingsridge Drive.

Pedestrian, Bicycle, and Transit Facilities

Presented below is a general synopsis of the pedestrian, bicycle, and transit facilities found within the
four quadrants of the study area. For a visual representation of existing facilities, refer to Map #4 in
Appendix A.

Central. In general, this section lacks adequate pedestrian facilities. The
absence of sidewalks and crosswalks along Miamisburg-Centerville Road,
Springboro Pike, and Mad River Road pose a significant barrier to
pedestrian traffic throughout the area and prohibits residents of nearby
residential areas from entering the area via foot or bicycle. Although
sidewalks are found along Lois Court and Mall Park Road, these
pedestrian facilities lack connectivity to each other as well as the
remainder of the study area.

Furthermore, the lone crosswalk into the district, located on the
southern leg of Springboro Pike at Prestige Plaza Drive, is void of
sidewalk access and unsafe due to the high volume and speed of traffic
along Springboro Pike. The steep stairway leading down to the Mall can

The pedestrian facilities at . : .
Prestige Plaza and SR be hazardous during wet or wintry conditions and does not allow for
741are not wheelchair

accessible. MVRPC

wheelchair access. In addition, this district contains only two bike racks
and is not considered bicycle friendly due to the high rates of speed and
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associated traffic encountered on the arterial roadways. Finally,
though several Greater Dayton RTA (GDRTA) routes traverse this
district, only one bus stop has been provided, located south of the
Dayton Mall. This facility has been relocated on several occasions
and currently resides on the outer fringes of the parking area.
Due to its remote location, pedestrian connections to the Mall and
surrounding land uses are meager at best and may be perceived as

unsafe. Taken as a whole, the pedestrian, bicycle, and transit
facilities throughout this district are almost non-existent, and

This RTA facility is unconnected to
those that are available fail to serve the area adequately. surrounding land uses. MVRPC

West. The pedestrian facilities in this district are among the best within the study area. The
sidewalks along Prestige Place are well maintained and adequately separated from the roadway. They
are lined with trees and other greenery making the walk more aesthetically pleasing than in the
remainder of the study area. Prestige Plaza Drive does not
contain sidewalks adequately separated from the roadway or
crosswalks to ensure the safety of pedestrians crossing the
roadway. The district can only be accessed on foot by a
precarious crossing over Springboro Pike at the crosswalk
discussed earlier. This crosswalk lacks connection with other
pedestrian facilities in the area and must be accessed by
navigating through a gas station located on the southwest
corner. Biking within the district is somewhat safer than most
. other areas around the
i Sdevalk o Presls s WO Dayion Mall. - Though
which to draw. MVRPC the I'DEdWEYS do not

contain marked bike

paths, they are sufficiently wide enough to allow 'a bicyclist to
comfortably travel through the district without fear of
interfering with automobile traffic. The area does not contain
facilities to store and secure bicycles. The GDRTA operates

multiple routes within

this district, primarily on

) This RTA stop is disconnected from the
Prestige Plaza Drive to crosswalk over SR 741. MVRPC

provide access to local

retail businesses and the Mall, and Prestige Place and
Contemporary Lane to serve the hotels/motels and offices along
these roadways. The bus stops seem to be in appropriate
locations to serve the area. However, those located on Prestige
Plaza Drive have been placed along the southern edge of the
roadway, providing passengers with few pedestrian facilities.

Sidewalks are not provided for RTA stops ¥ . e .
on the south side of Prestige Place. Overall, internal pedestrian facilities are surprisingly' good

IRiARG compared with other districts, but their lack of connection to

other districts inhibits their usefulness.
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South. Of the four districts within the study area, the South district contains the longest length of
continuous sidewalk, found flanking Lyons Road on both sides of the roadway from Springboro Pike
to the Interstate 675 overpass. In addition, sidewalks and
a GDRTA bus stop are found on the eastern side of Lyons
Ridge Drive from Lyons Road to Kingsridge Drive and on
both sides from Kingsridge Drive to Mall Ring Road.
These pedestrian throughways serve as the main avenue of
access for those shopping at the Dayton Mall via the South
Hub and the GDRTA bus stops. Though narrow, these
throughways are sufficient for the needs of pedestrians
moving between the
GDRTA facilities and
the Mall and well

Pedestrians attempting to access RTA bus stop
separated from the by crossing Lyons Ridge. MVRPC

roadway. However,
when traveling between these points, a pedestrian does

encounter a barrier of small shrubs and an absence of crosswalks
at the intersection of Lyons Ridge Drive and Mall Ring Road
making a safe and accessible crossing of Mall Ring Road
challenging”. In addition to those facilities mentioned above,

Sidewalks along eastern edge of Lyons . R R
Ridge serve as the primary avenue for the GDRTA also serves several stops along Kingsridge Drive

foot raffic to the Dayton Mall. MVRPC  parween Springboro Pike and Lyons Ridge Drive. However

neither these stops, nor the surrounding businesses are served
by pedestrian facilities of any kind. This creates a precarious situation for pedestrians who wish to
cross and travel along the roadway. Though without marked bicycle lanes, the entire length of Lyons
Road through this district has been designated as a bicycle route and bicycle racks can be found at the
GDRTA South Hub and the library. The pedestrian and transit facilities found within this district
tend to serve a greater number of people than those found elsewhere in the study area. The district
contains passable pedestrian facilities for those wishing to move between the South Hub and Mall
Ring Road. The lack of a pedestrian connection through the mall parking lots, however, serves as a
physical and psychological barrier to those visiting the Dayton Mall. '

East. Similar to the Central district, the East district contains very

few pedestrian facilities, and are not connected in a significant

way to surrounding land uses. These facilities are found solely

along the western edge of Kingsridge Drive. The sidewalk located

north of Kingsridge Drive directly in front of the Records

Administration building lacks connection to other pedestrian

: facilities and has been constructed a mere three feet from 40 mph

P o i traffic along Kingsridge Drive. Another sidewalk, located on the

Safe crossings from this RTAstopto  western edge of Kingsridge near Target, is also plagued by a lack
Southview Hospital are not provided. ; i a 5

MVYRPC of connection to other facilities. Other sidewalks and crosswalks

within the district are limited to those found directly in front of

the shopping center. Bicycle facilities here are non-existent. GDRTA operates two stops along

Kingsridge Drive, one directly in front of the Records Administration building and the other between

* Since the original drafting of this report, crosswalks and wheelchair ramps have been added at this location.
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Target and the former K-Mart. In addition, a stop is located at the
intersection of N. Washington Church Rd. and Miamisburg-
Centerville Road, presumably to provide access to Southview
Hospital located near-by. Again, these stops are not provided
with adequate or safe connections with surrounding land uses.
Overall, pedestrian connectivity within this district is similar to
that found in the Central district. Though some pedestrian
throughways exist, they are scattered and isolated from the
throughways of contiguous districts.

Sidewalk to nowhere, Kingsridge Dr. and
Miamisburg-Centerville Rd. MVRPC
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Breakout Group Ideas

The participants in the workshop were not only local officials and regional representatives, but also
important members of the Miami Township community. Their ultimate goal is to enhance the
community aesthetically, physically, and economically by propelling the Township forward in its
efforts to cultivate the use of alternative forms of transportation within the area. A testament to the
promotion of walking and bicycling throughout the region, Miami Township community members
formulated a number of strategies and recommendations to enhance the area’s pedestrian and bicycle
facilities. These were put forward by members of the community to not only promote walkability in
the district, but also to foster economic growth through increased connectivity with the neighboring
residential, commercial, and recreational assets of the community.

Throughout the two-day workshop, participants were given the opportunity to brainstorm their “best

,case scenarios” without constraint from budgets or implementation schedules. As a result, many bold
ideas, strategies, and recommendations were suggested for making the Dayton Mall area better able to
meet the needs of pedestrians and bicyclists. During these brainstorming sessions, participants were
given the opportunity to gather, discuss, and debate best practices from around the country
introduced by several slideshow presentations by Dan Burden. The suggestions were tailored to
reflect the unique physical and psychological environment found in the Dayton Mall area and, where
possible, were integrated into the existing physical infrastructure. These ideas, strategies, and
recommendations varied widely in their size, scope, and realm of possibility. For a visual
interpretation of the generated ideas, see Map #5 in Appendix A.

Below is a listing of ideas, strategies, and recommendations that were introduced through group
discussion to create an environment in which pedestrians and bicyclist were welcomed, equitably
treated, and provided with meaningful destinations. The ultimate goal of these recommendations,
implementation, will be presented in the next section.

Boulevards

Construct boulevards, complete with plantings and sidewalks
on both sides of the roadway, a center landscaped island,
crosswalks, bike lanes, and reduced speeds along Miamisburg-
Centerville Road, Mall Ring Road, Springboro Pike,
Kingsridge Drive, and Lyons Road.

Issaquah, Washington. PBIC Image Library

Street Crossings

Use sidewalks and crosswalks to connect the residential
neighborhoods north of Miamisburg-Centerville Road to the
Dayton Mall commercial area by way of Mall Ring Road,
Lois Circle, and Kingsridge Drive.

Pennsylvania Ave., Washington D.C, PBIC Image Library
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Pedestrian Pathways

Provide a pedestrian pathway along Contemporary Lane
connecting to the Dayton Mall using either a marked
crosswalk, a pedestrian bridge, or tunnel.

PBIC Image Library

’ Pedestrian Ramp wt T
Significantly improve the crosswalk at Springboro Pike and B £
Prestige Plaza Lane for pedestrians by providing adequate |, SR

sidewalks and a safer pathway from street grade to the Mall.

Anchorage, Alaska. PBIC Image Library « l’l] llnﬂ

| AII

Pedestrian-oriented Amenities

Place appropriate amenities, such as lighting, benches,
trash cans, flower planters, bike racks, pedestrian activated
crossing signals, directional cues, and pedestrian/bicycle-
related signage.

PBIC Image Library !
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New Connections between Destinations
Create new vehicular and pedestrian connections
by eliminating obstacles and constructing roadway
between Prestige Place and Mall Ring Road,
Prestige Place and Kingsridge Drive, and Mad
River Road and Lyons Ridge Drive. Provide
terminating vistas for pedestrians traveling on
Contemporary Lane and Lyons Ridge Drive.

Limburg, Germany. PBIC Image Library

Corridor Redevelopment
Redevelop underutilized property along

Springboro Pike between Prestige Plaza Drive
and Mall Ring Road and on the abandoned
hardware store site along Lyons Road.

PBIC Image Library

Create a Community Focal Point

Create a town center with buildings fronting the
street along Lyons Ridge Drive between
Kingsridge Drive and Lyons Road to serve as a
magnet for new commercial and residential

development, as well as a community focus for
Miami Township.

Cambridge, Massachusetts. FPBIC image Library i

The following diagrams represent two hypothetical redevelopment scenarios for the Springboro Pike
and Lyons Ridge Road corridors. Derived from ideas and best practices presented during the
workshop, they are general schematics and should not be interpreted as a recommended site
redevelopment plan.
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Recommendations from the Community

The recommendations made by the community reflect both short- and long term goals. Short term
goals are typically initiated at the local level, involve little time and capital to implement, and provide
an immediate visible indication of progress. Long term goals, however, may require more significant
contributions from multiple stakeholders and include a considerable amount of planning and capital
to implement. Though not immediately implemented without considerable planning, long term
solutions can provide the future pedestrian friendly environment that community members
envisioned throughout the workshop.

In order to maintain enthusiasm and support, it is recommended by the community to implement
immediate improvements to the existing pedestrian and biking facilities. These may include
resurfacing sidewalks, striping of crosswalks and bike lanes along major thoroughfares, placement of
countdown pedestrian crossing signals at designated :
' crosswalks, posting way-finding signage for pedestrians, Community
placing additional bike racks throughout the district, and Recommendations
adjusting signal timing to allow for longer pedestrian ¢
cycles. Low-cost improvements like these can be easily | Shor-Term

implemented to not only improve the pedestrian | *Repairexisting sidewalks where needed
= Construct sidewalks along Kingsridge
Drive and Prestige Plaza Drive

= Stripe crosswalks across Miamisburg-

Centerville Road and Springboro Pike
The long term integration of the hotels and office spaces | ‘Stripe bike lanes along Prestige Place

west of Springboro Pike into the remainder of the Dayton | and other roadways where appropriate
Mall commercial area will be crucial. This districts’ | =Install countdown crosswalk signals -
critical need for fully integrated pedestrian and roadway | throughoutthearea :
facilities limits its potential to promote economic growth | ° P'ﬁ"e-b"ﬁe racks, benches, kaSh_ i

: . planters, signage and other amenities

in the area. Furthermore, commerleal redevelopment | ° Adjust signal t mings to allow for longer
along Springboro Pike between Prestige Plaza Place and : pedestnan cmssmg cycles

Mall Ring Road could serve as a destination for hotel : ‘

patrons while simultaneously creating a pedestrian ‘Long-Term- 1 S

friendly transition to the Dayton Mall. Furthermore, | =Integrate hOtel Cﬂmpiexes with the
efforts should be made to integrate near-by community | DaytonMall

assets, such as Cox Arboretum. Currently, low-density | »Createa “tawn center" enwronment along

commercial development in the South district along | _S%%?ia?éocs;}:emzﬁ?;ggg;';;‘d%eennve~

Kingsridge Drive significantly reduces the areas’ regional transportatmn network and Cox
walkability, even if sidewalks were in place. Increasing | Arboretum

the density, possibly by creating a town center for Miami | = Create boulevards comp[ete with
Township, could lead to increased pedestrian activity in | landscaped medians, sidewalks, and bike
the area. Finally, Miami Township and the Dayton Mall | lanesalong '_"ajor fh°f°"9hfaf‘%5'
commercial district could benefit economically by making | Create vehicular and pedestrian

ctions fro ige Lane to Mall
pedestrian and bicycle connections to the regional ;?Sg?qolggsﬁ miestgstanclola

environment in the short term, but provide a sp'ringboard
from which additional projects may be launched.

alternative transportation network.

A hot topic of discussion among the communities of the Miami Valley, creating a “walkable
community” involves the enthusiasm, creativity, vision, and cooperation of numerous local
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stakeholders. Business leaders, government officials, public transit coordinators, neighborhood
associations, community residents, and walking and cycling enthusiasts must come together to create
a consensus plan-of-action for the area. This plan should outline goals and objectives intended to
create a pedestrian and bicycle friendly environment within and around the Dayton Mall. This
workshop was organized as a starting point from which stakeholders could meet and exchange ideas
in an amicable environment. These exchanges of ideas, visions, strategies, and recommendations will
be a key ingredient in the multi-modal integration of Miami Township and the Dayton Mall.
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Evaluation Sheet Comments

The most useful part of this workshop was:

“Discussion”

“Presentations for guidance in future planning”

“The combination of the PowerPoint and walk-about”
“Discussion group”

“Almost impossible to say — possibly the group interactions”
“The talent pool”

The least useful part of the workshop was:

“Walking”

"The walking tour”

“Local strategies — Our table was dominated by a traffic planner with too many pre-conceived notions
'~ we talked about roads”

“All useful”

‘What specific next steps you would like the community to take?

“Long range plan for centre, short-term fixes (i.e. paint, plants, sidewalks)”
“Complete area planning” '

“This is premature after session, but more walks, travels, walkways, bikeways”
“Implementation of “all” steps produced by the groups”

“Pedestrian corridor established between hub and mall property”

‘What specific next steps are you willing to take?
“Volunteer on these planning efforts”

“Review process with future designs”

“Any that are within my abilities”

“Assist in retrofitting”

Additional Comments:
“Would like more handouts to keep for future reference”
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Appendix A
Appendix A contains the following maps:
e Map #1: Section Map
e Map #2: Existing Land Use
s Map #3: Roadway Characteristics
o Map #4: Existing Pedestrian, Bicycle, and Transit Facilities

e Map #5: Brainstorming Ideas
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Miami Twp./Dayton Mall

Existing Pedestrian, Bicycle, and Transit Facilities

South Hub served by routes 17, 19, 23, 24, 42, 60 and x5.
Check schedules for route arrival and departure times.
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